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of this corps had been previously transferred from the army, whence cavalrymen in particular brought with them the youthful independence necessary for naval service; others came from the German or Danish navies: others again had been trained in England, America, or Holland. In addition the so-called Dantzig stuerkes were enlisted from the merchant sailing ships in order to fill the gaps which the war with Denmark had revealed in the Officers' Corps. Indeed Dantzig was still our real port These seamen usually only sailed on the short voyage between Dantzig and England, whilst the better sorts went up into the North Sea. The influx of these uneducated sea-dogs from the n^erchant service of those days brought many a joke into our mess; we called them Hilfsbarone, and they included some remarkable characters who were removed after 1870, several of them after proceedings had been taken by a court of honour. Their authority was often not recognized by the crews, whilst the officer from the Cadet Institute always remained the master, although he was in a certain sense more of a comrade to the ordinary sailor. Washington's principle of only taking gentlemen for his officers proved its wisdom to us also. It is only bravery in face of the enemy that can make up for lack of education. In general, the naval cadets of those days were short of teachers who could be considered educators. According to the good Prussian tradition, there was no lack of drudgery: we were dragged from one course to another until we obtained officers' rank